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AFFIDAVIT OF GERRY ARMSTRONG 


" “ I, Gerry Armstrong, hereby swear under the pains 

and penalties of perjury as follows» 

1) I have personal knowledge of the following 

facts: • 

2) Tonja Burden served aa a messenger for 
L. Ren Hubbard on board’the Apollo, and later in Dunedin, 
Florida. While on the Apollo and in Dunedin Ms. Burden 
was not provided with any education similar to a high 
school curriculum. She was required to work long hours 
every day of the week with one day off scheduled, but not 
necessarily allowed, every two weeks. Ms. Burden’s work 
was mostly directly for L. Ron Hubbard, and his organisation 
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the Church of Scientology, which 1 personally observed 
him totally dominate and control, both on the Apollo 
and up to the tine he left Hemet, California in February 
or March of 1980, 

3) After ^!r. Hubbard left Dunedin, Florida 
in March 1976 Tonja Burden was my junior in the LRH 
External Communications office in Dunedin. I personally 
observed Ms. Burden working long hours daily in the LEC 
office, much of which work consisted of coding and de¬ 
coding telexes for the Guardian’s Office, X,. Ron Hubbard 
and the C.M.O. I observed that Ms. Burden was under 

^dhsTderable pressure and was emotionally upset a great 
deal of the time. 

. 

. S • . 

4) I personally observed Tonja Burden being 
placed in the Rehabilitation Project Force in Clearwater, 
Florida in 1977, aa I was the senior in charge-of the 
RPF during that time. While in Florida, I am personally 
aware that Ms. Burden was not provided any high school 
educational opportunities, and in fact 1 ata aware that 
other minors in Clearwater between November 1973 and 
December 1977, when Ms. Burden left, did not receive 
normal educational opportunities, lived for the most 
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part In grossly overcrowded, and therefore Illegal, 

i 

living conditions, and that many steps and measures 
were taken to conceal from City authorities the fact 
that minimal living standards were not being met by the 
Church of Scientology. I personally observed people 
in the RPF sleeping on., floors, in storage rooms, la 
the boiler room, and in other sub-human conditions, 
including Tonja Burden. 1 personally participated in 
several actions to cover up the fact that many RPF 
members were sleeping in the garage of the Fort Harrison 
Hotel, and that upward* of fifty RPF members were 
sleeping in an unventilated storage room. ■••The"R?F""vas ~~ 
-c-reeted by'Mr. Hubbard in 1974 on the Apollo, and I 
became personally convinced from years of close observation 
of the RPF that it was used by Mr. Hubbard and others 
to degrade people and break their spirit. 

t 

5) When Tonja Burden attempted to leave the 
organization In November - December 1977, I was sent 
together with my wife at the time, Terri Armstrong, now 
Terri Gamboa, to pick up Ms. Burden in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
and take her to Los Angeles, California to b® security 
checked*on a meter and to obtain her signature on various 
documents, including releases and waivers which Mr. 

Hubbard and the organization required. 
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S) In Scientology, formal education la 
constantly discouraged. From Hubbard down. on all level, 
of command, miners and others both on the ship and in 
Florid, were continually discouraged from pursuing normal 
educational channel,, and educational opportunities were 
specifically not made available. The averment, of my 
former wife, Terri Armstrong Gamboa, on this claim that 
educational opportunities were available and encouraged 
by the senior. In the CKO are absolute fabrication,. 

Everyone In Scientology knows that traditional educational- 
requirement. ere abhorred by Mr. Hubbard end the organization 

. ind n °l made » vatUb1 *- Als o traditional form, of medical 
and“dental care were discouraged end made difficult to 
obtain. 


7) Between February 1971 and September 1975, 
between December 1975 and June 1976, between January 1978 ' 

and September 1978, and between April 1979 and March 1980 
1 held positions in Scientology where I was often in 
personal contact with L. Ron Hubbard and where .1 co^ld! 
personally observe him direct and control Scientology^\ 
throughout the world. From January 1978 to February. 1980 • 
Mr. Hubbard a and the CfiO's headquarter, in La Quinta, : ..J 
California and Oilman Hot.pringe, California. I several ' ' 
time, observed and participated In mae.ive operation, /' 


(M-) 
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involving hundreds of people where .11 p.p, r , , t tI>M . 

locations were gone through and any which shoved Hr. Hubbard',' 
direct control of Scientology or financial control of • . 

Scientology monies or accounts were shredded, hidden off 
the properties, or buried. Statement, by Scientoiogy 
officers. Guardian'.^Office personnel or CHO member, that • 

Mr. Hubbard did not control absolutely every Scientology 
organization internationally are false. 


8) In January 1980 1 was assigned a apeciai 
project to collect Information about L. Ron Hubbard for 

the purpose of a biography w hich Omar V. C arrlson vast__ 

-Jater-hired to-wfTte—During 1980 and 1981 1 acquired ' 
considerable information about the background of Hr. Hubbard 
1 «tv thousands of documents, many in Hr. Hubbard’s hand¬ 
writing, concerning his medical history, his military 
history, his academic background, and relating to other ' 
areas of his life. From these documents end from various 
other sources of. information. 1 learned that Hr. Hubbard', 
academic background, military background, profusions! 
background, and several other area, of his personal history, 
have been uniformly misrepresented by both him and thai 
Church of Scientology. Hr. 'Hubbard has claimed to have ! ” 
a degree in Engineering! in fact ha flunked out of his 
cond year of Engineering school and never graduated. 
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Mr. Hubbard claimed to be an Atomic Physicistt la 
fact h® took one semester in Molecular Phenomena in hi® 
second year at university and received a mark of "F". 

Mr. Hubbard claimed to.have a Doctor of Philosophy degree* .. 
in- fact he had someone arrange the "degree" for hia fro® 
a diploma mill. Mr. Hubbard claimed to have been awarded 
twenty-one medals and palms in the Second korld War including 
the Purple Heart; in fact he was awarded five medals and 
no Purple Heart. Mr. Hubbard claimed to have been crippled 
and blinded in the war; in fact he was never crippled, nor 
blinded. Mr. Hubbard claimed to have commanded a squadron 
of corvettes during the Second World War; in fact h« 
was removed and demoted from the two vessels h® did 
"command during the war. He has claimed to have done the 

first mineralogical survey of Puerto-Rico* in fact ha 

• * •* 

never did such a survey. He claimed to have written th® 
screen play for several Hollywood major film® including 
"The Plainsman" and "Dive Bomber",* in fact he worked on 
one serial, and neither of these mentioned films. Mr. 

Hubbard claimed that he did extensive scientific research 
involving hundreds of cases in hie development of Dianatics 
between 1946 and 1950 when he published "Dianeties th© 

Modem Science of Mental Health"* in fact h© did very 
little, if any, research, was at the time married blgamously, 
was seriously mentally and emotionally disturbed, wid 
was involved in occult organizations and operations. 



Throughout the late *40*s and early '50*s Mr. Hubbard was 
generally chased by creditors, the A.M.A., law enforcement 
officials and others as a result of defrauding people and 
as a result of his involvement In various illicit'activities. 

Mr. Hubbard has continued his dishonest, unethical activities, 

< * 

and has used his organization to cover up such activities right 

up to present time. Orgainzation officers have claimed that 

they do not know where Mr. Hubbard isj the fact is the very: * 

top Church of Scientology officials have been in regular 

contact with Mr. Hubbard, and his whereabouts has been 

deliberately hidden by the organization. Organization 

officers have claimed that Mr. Hubbard is not paid by the 

. Church. of jlc i e_nx o logy,. _ 

royalties on the sal® of his books. The fact is that ha 

had absolute control of all Scientology reserves. .Also, 

he was paid millions of dollars directly from a foreign 

corporation called Religious Research Foundation. Payment® 

\ * • 

from non-U.S. Scientologists who took Flag services ver© 
channelled to RRF. Hubbard had total control of RRF - 
monies and received several million dollars directly 
from this corporation, which is made up of Scientology 
funds, l• am personally aware of this becausa I was on 6 
legal mission in 1980, on© of the actions of which was to 
make ’'legal'* a 2.1 million dollar payment for film scripts 



Hr. Hubbard had written, which Kr. Hubbard', personal 
accounts officer transferred from RRF to Hr. Hubbard s 
personal account without the knowledge or approval of 
Scientology officer.. In sum. 1 learned that Hr. Hubbard 
1. a fraud, that ha had deceived me and many others, and 
for this reason 1 left the Church of Scientology in 

December 1981. 

9) I have since been declared an enemy of 
the Church of Scientology and an fearful that my life 
is in danger. 

___Signed jsnder.dJie.pame and ...peoaltijs~o£-SterAury- 

~ thle V*— _ d »F o£ —-’ 1982 ' 
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